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CasaAnnonay

Casa Annonay
Basilian Novitiate in Bogota

Perched high in the mountains among the poor,
the Basilian novitiate enjoys a commanding view
of the city of Bogota, and offers a pleasant
environment for the young men studying to be
Priests.

On the Feast of St. Basil, 2 January 2010, the
profession of three novices from Casa Annonay,
Esteban David Valencia, Eduard Alexis Guerrero,
and Carlos Andrés Gutierrez, was overshadowed
only by the Ordination of Oscar Fernando Gomez
at the Basilian church of San Basilio, located in
Barrio Olaya, Medellin, Colombia.

Under the tutelage of Father Bob Seguin,
C.S.B. as Master of Novices and Father Wally
Platt, C.S.B. as his assistant, the novices spent a
year attending classes at the Conferencia de
Religiosos de Colombia (CRC), on religious life,
the vows, and spirituality. House courses on such
things as Basilian history, the intellectual life, the
Basilian Way of Life, morality, etc., were given by
the Novice Master and his assistant.

Pastoral activity on the part of the novices
consisted chiefly of interaction with small groups of
lay people directed by the novices to discuss the
Christian life in the local parishes. Pastoral activity
on the part of Fathers Seguin and Platt took the
form chiefly of Sunday Masses in the local parish
and with the English-speaking colony of Bogota,
with occasional calls for Masses and Confessions
in other parishes.

Once they were professed they were
assignedto Medellin where they began to study at
the Pontifical University Boliveriana. They also
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Pictured above are (standing) Eduard Alexis Guerrero,
Estaban David Valencia, Father Francisco Amico,
C.S.B., Carlos Andrés Gutierrez, and (sitting)
Fathers Wally Platt, C.S.B. and Bob Seguin, C.S.B.

share in the work of the parish community
accompanying small base communities and
different projects in the parroquia. After a process
of discernment Esteban David left the program at
the end of last year 2010. The others continue their
studies and their generous dedication in the
parroquia.

This year in Bogota there are seven postulants
who are studying philosophy at the University
Sergio Arboleda and soon will begin their pastoral
work on Saturdays. The Basilian Priests continue
to celebrate liturgies at the small chapel of the
parish and Fr. Wally Platt continues his ministry to
the English speaking community of Bogota. Since
August of last year Fr. Alejandro Romero
Rodriguez, C.S.B. has beenliving in the house and
taking courses sponsored by the Latin American
Bishop’s Conference. He is a Basilian Father from
the Basilian community in Mexico and a wonderful
addition to the community in Bogota.



History of the Missions
I Aweek of Sick Call#\ Mission Center ané Church"

Father John Collins relates the difficulties tending to the
needs of the sick and the relief occasioned by the return of
Father Dillon, as we continue his unpublished autobiography.

Early in June, 1939, | started the week with a
Ibang". On Monday I got a sick call to Allen Farm.
Because the roads were bad, | had difficulty getting
there. A Mr. Acosta, an elderly man, was dying of
tuberculosis. It was just a matter of hours before
he died. Since there was no use in my returning to
Rosenberg, linquired
if I could stay with some
people overnightand
thus be there for the
funeral the next day.
They said | could stay
with Juan Dominguez
as he had the largest
house. Juanwas a
good Catholic and very
gracious. He gave me
the bed and the room
his daughters used,
and they sleptonthe
floor in another room.
We had arosary
service for Mr. Acosta.
The menonthe farm
built a rough box
and we buried him the next afternoon.

| returned to Rosenberg about 9:00 P.M. on
Tuesday and found a sick call from New Gulf
waiting for me. So | headed there. Since the
weather was bad and | could not use the short cut,
it meant a drive of 42 miles. The New Gulf sick call
was not serious; it was a lady in the Texas Gulf
Sulphur Company hospital who was just getting
over the effects of childbirth. However, while | was
there, another sick call caught up with me and | had
to go on to Freeport, another 56 miles. When |
arrived at Freeport, it was about 3:00 A.M.
Wednesday. Anold lady was dying. Afterlgave

her the last sacraments, | went to the sacristy of
our church there, stretched out for a couple of
hours, said Mass and headed back to Rosenberg,
68 miles away. |was verytired.

| determined to retire early Wednesday night,
which | did. However, | was not asleep very long
when the door bell awakened me. Itwas a hurried
sick call to a ranch between Beasley and
Kendleton. A young man by the name of Juan
Rivera was dying of tuberculosis. | instructed him
as best | could, heard his confession, gave him his

First and Last Holy
Communion,
married him, and
gave him Extreme
Unction. He died
in my arms about
midnight. So | got
ready for the
second funeral
within the week.
Late in October
1939 Father Dillon
returned to the

Missions. | was
more than glad to
see him! | had

been alone since

the first part of

March, trying to
keep the ship afloat. During the months Father
Dillon was gone, | had dreamed of building a
Church for the Center. Since it was uppermost in
my mind, this was the subject of our first
conversation. We both decided that we should
start the project immediately. There was no
difficulty in deciding on a name # we both agreed
that it could be no other than !'Our Lady of
Guadalupe.”

Next we decided on a name for the Missions #
IBasilian Fathers Mexican Mission Center." We
opened a bank account under this title, had
letterheads printed, and acquired a box in the
Rosenberg post office. (continued on page 4)



(History of the Missions, continued from page 3)

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church

Father Dillon and | drew up some very simple
plans for a church with the help of a local contractor
named A. Anders. We made out a material bill and
found that we could build what we wanted for
$3,000.00, if we did not have to pay for the labor.
We had Mr. Anders$promise of help, and we were
sure the Mexican men would also help.

Full of joy and overflowing with enthusiasm, we
headed for Galveston to see Bishop Byrne. There
was no doubt in my mind that he would tell us to go
ahead, and either give us, or let us borrow, the
$3,000.00. | got quite a jolt when he turned us
down until such time as we raised the necessary
money. However, he compromised and told us we
could borrow one-half the money if we raised the
other half.

On the way back home, Father Dillon and I laid
plans for a campaign to raise funds. We also
decided that we would make a novena together in
honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We planned to
visit the men of St. Anne$ Church in Houston,
whom Father Dillon knew very well, and any other
potential donors we might hear about. We decided
to ask everyone for $100.00. We made a list of
people to visit on the first day, and started the
novena. |was quite impatient, so | told Our Lady of
Guadalupe that | wanted the money by the time the
novenawas over.

The First Day Out

Father Dillon and | started out on the morning of
October 25, 1939. We saw Mr. Allnoch, who
readily gave us a hundred dollars. We then saw
Mr. H. Glauser, who gave us $50.00. Nextwe went
to Mr. Laurent, told him of our plan and how
Glauser had given us $50.00. 1 told him of our
novena and his answer was memorable: !We
can$ let these novenas down," # and he gave us
$150.00. We visited Frank Rudman and he gave
us $100.00 and John R. Young gave us another
hundred # making a total of $450.00. This was a
good start. We returned to Rosenberg, prayed our
novena, and planned our visits for the next day.

The Second Day Out

We were again successful, but met some
people who weren$ quite as generous as those we
had visited the day before. Father Dillon visited a
couple of very rich men who only gave him $10.00.
We also went to see the lawyer of another very
wealthy St. Thomas boy who kicked in only $25.00.
Father Dillon was upset because he felt these men
should have been more grateful and interested in
things Basilian. Instead, people like Miss Mae
Aldrich, a nurse who had no connections with the
Basilian Fathers or St. Thomas High School, had
graciously given a hundred dollars. Mrs. Kyle, Mrs.
McMurry, and Mrs. Crane, a widow, had also all
pitched in a hundred dollars.

We were running short on people whom we
knew. We returned to Rosenberg, prayed the
novena and again planned our visits for the
following day.

Several days later when we were making up
another list of people to call on, | remarked that |
had heard of a good Catholic in Rosenberg named
Mrs. Gubbels. We decided to call on her the next
day, since oil had recently been discovered on her
land. A few minutes later, someone knocked on
our door and when | answer it, two ladies were
standing there. They asked if this was where
Father Dillon lived, to which | replied, !Yes." The
elderly lady said that she was Mrs. Gubbles and
that she had heard we were working with the
Mexicans, and she wanted to give us a donation.
She explained that she could not write, handed me
her check book, and told me to write a check for
$200.00 and she would sign it, which she did. The
Blessed Virgin had certainly sent her!

The Remaining Days of the Novena

During the rest of the days of our novena, we
visited various other people. We visited the
Scanlan sisters at Arcola who, after assuring them
that we really were going to build a church, gave us
another $100.00.

Father Tydlacka, pastor of Holy Rosary Church
in Rosenberg, went with Father Dillon to visit some
of the local merchants and a few more dollars were

(continued on page 5)



(History of the Missions, continued from page 4)

added to our church fund.

On Sunday, the members of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society of St. Anne$ in Houston came out to
help us raise some more money. They had some
donations to make and wanted to have some fun
doing it. These men had a custom to bet on the
horse races among themselves, and whoever won
had the !privilege" of giving their winnings to the
Missions. On this particular Sunday they brought
supper with them # ham, barbecue and all the
trimmings.

While we were getting things prepared for
supper, aman came in the front door and joined the
party. He sat down, and finally asked for Father
Dillon or Father Collins. | was called by one of the
men who asked me if | knew the stranger. | said
INo" but perhaps Father Dillon or some of the other
members of the group did. However, no one knew
him, so Father Dillon entered the room and asked
the man what he wanted. He said he would like to
see one of us for a few minutes. Father Dillon
asked him if it was urgent, to which the man replied
INo". Father Dillon said we were busy, as should
be evident, and to come back later. The man
replied that his business would take but a moment,
so Father Dillon took him into the room we used for
achapel.

Once they were alone, the man said, !Father, |
have more money than | need and was directed to
give it to your work here!" He gave us $200.00,
saying he would send more later.

We nearly muffed that one! The Blessed Virgin
certainly was sending people our way. This
stranger gave us a pleasant surprise # we later
learned that he was a Mr. Griffin from Boston,
Mass., who was just visiting Texas for his health.

The Answer to a Prayer

Before the novena ended, we not only had the
answer to our prayer, but almost the entire
$3,000.00. We had the complete amount before
we started construction of the church. There was
now no difficulty in getting the Bishop to approve
our plans, since we did not have to borrow any
money atall. The Bishop was quite happy # and so
were we!

Mexico
Stretched Thin

Through the years, we¥e written about the
work of the Basilian Fathers in their mission areas
and thought you may want to know more about
their currentwork and environs.

In 1978, the Basilian Fathers were entrusted
with the parish of San Lorenzo, Diacono y Martir,
located in the town of San Lorenzo, Teotipilco,
Tehuacéan, Mexico.

Five (5) Basilians, Father Tom Dugan, Father
Alberto Ferrara, Father Jess Owens, Father Dan
Porter, and Father Roberto Rojas serve the six (6)
Capillas (Chapels) within the diocese; Capilla de
Santa Cecilia in the Colonia de Santa Cecilia,
Capilla de San Juan Diego in the Colonia de Vista
Hermosa, Capilla de Nuestra Sefiora de Carmen
in the Colonia del Carmen, Capilla de Santa
Catalina in the Colonia de Santa Catalina, Capilla
del Sefior de Tejalpa in the Colonia de los
Manantiales, and Capilla de la Sefiora de
Guadalupe in the Colonia de Porvenir. The
locations of the church, Parroquia de San Lorenzo,
Didcono y Matrtir, and the six (6) chapels (capillas)
are shown on the map on page 6.

Capilla del Sefior de Tejalpa

In addition to performing their pastoral duties,
the Basilians serve the public at large through their
social programs, clinic, food program, radio
ministry, medical clinic, Family Life program for
young married couples, divorced, remarried, and
single parent families, children® festivals,
teaching atthe Seminary, and hospital visits.
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ERROR: ioerror
OFFENDING COMMAND--nostringval--

STACK:



