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History of the Missions
Our Lady of Guadalupe Chein and MissioAppeals

Father John Collins relates the saga of competitive pricing
and the beginning of Mission Appeals, as we continue his
unpublished autobiography.

The Business Men Thought We were Suckers

We made up our material bill and took it to the
only local lumber yard. The proprietor, was very
gracious and told us that he "would give us every
break in the world,# because he wanted to help
the church. We gave him the list and he gave us
a price of $2,700.00, which he told us was the
lowest bid they could make without losing

money.

We went to Houston and had a friend of ours
take the same bill to another company that
named a price of $1,900.00 including delivery to
Rosenberg.

We went back to the local yard and told the
proprietor that we would like to do business
locally but we couldn't throw money away. We
showed him the Houston bid and asked if he
could match it. He said he couldn't, but less than
an hour later he called and offered a bid of
$1,875.00, which we accepted.

Later, when we needed celotex, the local

salesman offered it to us at $55.00 a thousand.
Again, we got a lower bid from a firm in Houston.
The local salesman said he could not sell at that
price, so we told him we could not buy at his
price. He left, but within fifteen minutes he called
back and bid it at $41.00 per thousand, so we
bought from him.

We learned a hard lesson early ! that salesmen
and businessmen take the priests for suckers
and figure they can sell them anything at any
price. This lesson proved very valuable many,
many times in our experience.

A classmate of Father Dillon's, Mr. Carl
Trouchould, had a church furniture store in
Waco, Texas. He supplied our pews, windows,
doors and all the mill work at cost, which really
did help us

Preaching Appeals for the Missions

In the fall of 1939, | got permission from Father
Carr and Father Dan Dillon to start making
appeals for our missionary work. Father John
Sheehy and Father Dan Dillon, (Father Joseph's
brother) were stationed at Catholic Central High
School in Detroit, Michigan. On the advice of
Father Leo DeBerry of the Society for the

(continued on page 5)

Dear Father John,

Holiday Season.

Please remember my friends and relatives listed below in your general intentions and prayers duri

Signed

hg this



Vocations....
and the Power of Prayer

Many of us have been praying for an increase in vocations. So it is with great joy that we n
re-opening of the Basilian Novitiate in Sugar Land, Texas on August 15. Please continue to
more vocations to the Basilian Way of Life and for the perseverance of all young Basilians in

Mario Routhier

Mario was born and raised
in Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada. He enjoys
walking, hiking, reading
and photography. He was
graduated from the
University of Alberta where
he earned a Bachelors in
biology.

Mario was attracted to the Basilians because

they combine teaching with evangelization.

Alejandro Estrada Pérez

Motivated by a devotion to
the Virgin of Guadalupe,
Alejandro (Alex) Estrada
Pérez seeks to serve the
poor and needy as a
Basilian. Alex was one of
four boys who lived with
his parents in a valley
surrounded by hills in
Tehuacan, Puebla, México. Alex affectionately
recalls his mother dressing him as Juan Diego
for his First Communion at age 10. Alex
struggled with his discernment until he discussed
it with his parents only to discover that in their
youth they had also wanted to be religious. After
graduation from Universidad Popular
Auténoma del Estado de Puebla with a
Masters degree in Information
Technology, Alex found employment in
an agricultural company, but the internal
struggle for the religious life continued.
After meeting with Father Roberto
Rojas at San Lorenzo and
attending a retreat with the Jesuits,
Alex decided to pursue a religious life
with the Basilian Fathers.

Silver Brunette

José A. Olmedo, Jr.

José A. Olmedo, Jr. comes

to the Basilians from

Houston, Texas. José is no

stranger to the Basilians,

as his family were members

of St. Anne$® Church in

Houston. St. Anne$ Church

has been a "Basilian#parish

since 1928. Joseé also

attended the University of St. Thomas in
Houston from 2003 to 2008. José enjoys music,
being physically active, and socializing with
friends.

José Alberto Juarez Sandoval

Born in Puebla, México,

Alberto is the son of parents

who participated in " Cate-

quesis Familiar# a three

year catechetical program

developed by the Basilian

Fathers that emphasized

evangelization through the

meditation and consider-

ation of basic family-christian themes. Alberto
was inspired by a retreat given by Father
Roberto Rojas Pefia, C.S.B. He also
volunteered along with other young people to
accompany the priests during Holy
Week, attending to the needs of many
villages and towns in the rural
Caltepec parish and was quickly
attracted to the style of work o the
Basilian Community. Alberto studied
Psychology and Business
Administration at Instituto Veracruzano
in Jalapa, Veracruz. He enjoys
reading, hiking, cycling and promoting
vocations for his beloved Mexico.



Preaching Appeals (continued from page 3)

Propagation of the Faith in Detroit, we put in an
application to make an appeal in that Diocese.

On April 15, 1940, | headed for Detroit. We had
been assigned two parishes: St. Benedict and an
east-side French parish, conducted by the Holy
Ghost Fathers. When | arrived in Detroit, | found
that Msgr. John Doyle was the pastor of St.
Benedict's. He was, moreover, not only
managing the diocese during the interregnum
between the death of Bishop Gallagher and the
appointment of a successor, but was also acting
as Chancellor. Very interested in our missionary
work, he asked me if we could build a little St.
Benedict's if we were to receive a thousand
dollars in the collection. | assured him that we
could. Through his wonderful support, we were
able to raise a thousand dollars the first time that
we made an appeal in a parish for the missions.
The little St. Benedict's chapel was built at Allen
Farm. According to Msgr. DeBerry, it was the
first time that any priest, who had sought mission
aid in Detroit, had received as much as a
thousand dollars.

Msgr. Doyle was a great friend both of the
Basilians and of the missions. He told me the
story of his befriending a Mr. Navin when the
latter had just been released from a reformatory.
Navin Field [ed note:later named Briggs Stadium

(continued on page 6)

"This teaching (of the Church) is also based on
the practice of prayer for the dead, already
mentioned in Sacred Scripture: "Therefore
[Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the
dead, that they may be delivered from their sin.#
From the beginning the Church has honored the
memory of the dead and offered prayers in
suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic
sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain
the beatific vision of God. The Church also
commends almsgiving, indulgences, and works

of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead.#
Catechism of the Catholic Church #1032

Please note our new phone numbers....
Business phone

832-240-8714
832-240-8713
832-240-8712
832-240-8711

Dear Father John,

in your prayers.

g 1am pleased to enclose my tax deductible almsgiving of $
Fathers Missions. Please remember the following deceased in your prayers.

Remembrance of the Faithful Departed

in support of the Basilian

g 1amunable to send a gift at this time but | do ask that you remember the following deceased

Signed




Preaching Appeals (continued from page 5)

Little St. Benedict$s Chapel, Allen Farm, Texas

and now Tiger Stadium] was later built in his
honor. It was through Msgr. Doyle's act of
kindness to the young Navin that the priests
were given passes to Detroit baseball games by
that grateful man. Whenever there, | always sat
in Msgr. Doyle's box. He always gave me a
hearty welcome at home as well. The following
year, Msgr. Doyle preached at the Catholic
Central High graduation and received an offering
for his address. He gave it to me for our
missions.

Not long after, | saw Msgr. Doyle for the last time
at the funeral of a priest we both knew. The good
Msgr. told me the priest had worked too hard and
worried too much, bringing on his untimely
death. He cautioned me to let that be a lesson
to me with my work on the missions. A few
weeks later | received a letter from Detroit
announcing Msgr. Doyle's own death from a
heart attack.

After finishing my preaching appeals in Detroit, |
visited Catholic Central and talked to all of the
students. | had been given permission by the
Propagation of the Faith to make an appeal at
our Basilian parish, St. Anne's in Detroit;
however, the pastor refused to let me do so.
Though | explained to him that it was customary
for religious missionaries to make appeals in
parishes conducted by brother-religious, he still
turned me down. Finally, after a third appeal, he
made a donation of a hundred dollars, with the
comment that | was a very persistent individual.

| then visited Assumption High School and
College (Windsor, Ontario, Canada) and talked
to the boys about our missions. While there, |
had a visit with Father Carr, the Superior
General. My telling him of the rebuff from St.
Anne's simply provoked his comment that it was
good for my humility.

Assumption Parish was my next stop, as well as
my next refusal! | then went on to Toronto.
There | spoke to the boys in the Basilian
Seminary and in the Novitiate.

At St. Basil's Church, Father Walsh happily gave
me permission to make an appeal and even
established a mission offering-box in the back of
the church. Money from this box was sent to our
missions several times during the ensuing year. |
also made a plea at Holy Rosary Parish.

Rochester, New York, was next on my route,
where | spoke about the missions to the students
of Aquinas Institute. | asked for an introduction to
the Bishop to try and get some parishes for our
mission appeals. Bishop Kearney was very kind
and helpful, and gave me the requested
permission. | then saw Father John S. Randall,
the Director of the Propagation of the Faith, who
told me that the next year he would assign
several parishes to the Missions.

Father Martin J. Whatley, head of the
Propagation of the Faith in Syracuse, New York,
was consulted about some possible city
parishes. He told me that assignments would not
be made but that he would give me the
necessary permission to go out and find
whatever churches | could. | pounded the
pavements for a whole week with little results.
Most of the parishes had already had appeals
and were not particularly interested in having
further ones made. | did succeed, nevertheless,
in obtaining two: St. Charles' and St. Anthony's.

Springfield, Mass. had Father Hurley as head of
the Propagation of the Faith. On my arrival there,
he kindly had me sign an application for an
assignment of parishes which were given to us
at a later date. %

(...to be continued)



